Changes to Homeschool Law
Effective May 23, 2016
ASSESSMENTS
• Standardized Tests
The child receiving home instruction takes a nationally normed standardized achievement test
published or normed not more than ten years from the date of administration and administered
under the conditions as set forth by the published instructions of the selected test and by a
person qualified in accordance with the test's published guidelines in the subjects of reading,
language, mathematics, science and social studies. The child is considered to have made
acceptable progress when the mean of the child’s test results in the required subject areas for
any single year is within or above the fourth stanine or, if below the fourth stanine, shows
improvement from the previous year’s results;
There are a couple of significant changes here. First is that parents may administer tests
to their own children AFTER May 23, 2016 if the publisher allows. Second, and more important, is the
change from requiring a child score at the 50th percentile or better to the 4th stanine.

Stanine is short for standard nine. The name comes from the fact
that stanine scores range from a low of 1 to a high of 9. For instance, a
stanine score of: 1, 2, or 3 is below average
4, 5, or 6 is average
7, 8, or 9 is above average
• School Testing Program
The child participates in the testing program currently in use in the state’s public schools. The test shall
be administered to the child at a public school in the county of residence. Determination of acceptable
progress shall be based on current guidelines of the state testing program;
• Portfolio Review
A portfolio of samples of the child’s work is reviewed by a certified teacher who determines
whether the child’s academic progress for the year is in accordance with the child’s abilities. The
teacher shall provide a written narrative about the child’s progress in the areas of reading,
language, mathematics, science and social studies and shall note any areas which, in the
professional opinion of the reviewer, show need for improvement or remediation. If the narrative
indicates that the child’s academic progress for the year is in accordance with the child’s abilities,
the child is considered to have made acceptable progress;

•
•

The significant changes here are the listing of the 5 subjects and elimination of the
inclusion of the teacher certification number as a requirement.
The child completes an alternative academic assessment of proficiency that is mutually agreed
upon by the parent or legal guardian and the county superintendent.
.A parent or legal guardian shall maintain copies of each student’s Academic Assessment
for three years. When the annual assessment fails to show acceptable progress, the person
or persons providing home instruction shall initiate a remedial program to foster
acceptable progress. The county board upon request shall notify the parents or legal
guardian of the child, in writing, of the services available to assist in the assessment of the
child’s eligibility for special education services. Identification of a disability does not
preclude the continuation of home schooling. In the event that the child does not achieve
acceptable progress for a second consecutive year, the person or persons providing
instruction shall submit to the county superintendent additional evidence that appropriate
instruction is being provided.

The parent or legal guardian shall submit to the county superintendent the
results of the academic assessment of the child at grade levels three, five, eight
and eleven, as applicable, by June 30 of the year in which the assessment was
administered.

Other Notable Changes
•

In addition to a high school diploma or equivalent, a post-secondary degree or certificate from a
regionally accredited institution or from an institution of higher education that has been
authorized to confer a post-secondary degree or certificate in West Virginia by the West Virginia
Council for Community and Technical College Education or by the West Virginia Higher
Education Policy Commission must now be accepted by the BOE.

• You can file a NOI the day you begin to homeschool. The two week waiting period was eliminated.
The person providing home instruction shall notify the county superintendent upon termination of
home instruction for a child who is of compulsory attendance age. Upon establishing residence in a
new county, the person providing home instruction shall notify the previous county superintendent
and submit a new notice of intent to the superintendent of the new county of residence:

